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shore, with the dark mass of the Yemen mountains just discernible in the background. I was destined to have several opportunities for admiring it.
We decided, unwisely as it turned out, to let all the other passengers land first. By so doing we nearly got carried on to Aden, for the " Sambook " * that took them ashore, thinking there were no more on board, did not return.
We got a boat eventually, and reached the shore about midday. On landing we were accosted by a dissipated looking official in a dirty uniform who inquired our names and nationalities. The Custom House formalities did not trouble us much, for Abdul Wahid and I had had some practice in dealing with them. Our boxes were not opened, and if any money changed hands it did not go to swell the Ottoman revenues.
The harbour of Hodeidah, which consists of a sea wall enclosing about a quarter of an acre of water, is available only for the smallest craft. It cost to build, notwithstanding, nearly a quarter of a million sterling; or rather, approximately that sum of money was voted for its construction, which in Turkey is not quite the same thing. The town is fronted by a sort of plage, used as a depository for merchandise just landed or awaiting shipment. To the right of the harbour as one lands is the " Casino," as they are pleased to call the tumbledown building which serves the purposes of a hotel, eating-house, and canteen combined. When we inquired for accommodation it was to this place that we were directed. The ground floor we found to be divided into two equally gloomy and fly-blown compartments, one of which contained a long table and was used as a dining-room, while the other was crowded with Turkish officers smoking, drinking coffee, playing backgammon, and spitting on the mud floor. We ascended a rickety staircase inches deep in dust, and strewn with refuse, to the sleeping apartments, which contain anything from four to a dozen pallets of string or leather, laced into a wooden frame and supported by four legs, one of which however is often missing.
In   this   caravanserai   we   decided  to   put   up   and
* The lateen-rigged dhows of the Red Sea. 14